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(22 May 2008) Singapore Art Museum is proud to receive a donation of important works by Chen 

Cheng Mei by a generous supporter of Singapore art who wishes to remain anonymous as a donor. 

Chen Cheng Mei is one of Singapore’s important second generation female artists. Born on 19 July 

1927, Singapore, she attended the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts from 1950 – 1954. During her time 

at the Academy, Chen studied under the tutelage of well known artist Cheong Soo Pieng for Western 

art.  

 

During the 1960s, Chen was a founding member of the Ten-Men Art Group, together with artists Yeh 

Chi Wei, Lim Tze Peng and Choo Keng Kwang. This group of artists traveled through Southeast Asia 

on various painting trips, of which Chen has documented through her works. Chen later continued to 

make solo trips to other countries such as Mexico, Papua New Guinea and the Himalayas. Through 

her art, she meticulously captures the lives and colours of the people living in these regions.  

 

Chen is also an established print artist, who has participated in Singapore’s Printmaking Society since 

1999. The Singapore Art Museum currently holds 2 of Chen Cheng Mei’s print works in its collection. 

 

The donor expressed that, “I am making this gift to the Singapore Art Museum because I want to give 

recognition to Chen Cheng Mei. Not since I first set my eyes on a Georgette Chen painting that I have 

been so taken by the art of a Singapore artist. Chen Cheng Mei is an artist with amazing talent whose 

oil works has, surprisingly, remained "hidden" over a period of 50 years. Although she was not 

hitherto an artist with a public profile, she still carried on painting. I am very happy that she did so.  

 

This gift is important to me because it show cases the work of a key Singapore artist who is truly 

talented, and whose art covers such a wide range. This is indeed quite rare. The way Chen Cheng 

Mei portrays culture makes her work historically important. It is the simplicity and sincerity of her 

approach – which comes straight from her heart – that makes her works most admirable and 

precious.” 

 

 
Please refer to the following Annexes for more information: 
 

Annex A Biography of artist 



                                   

Annex B About Singapore Art Museum 
 

 

For media interviews and further information contact:   

 

Sybil Chiew    DID:  6332 3291 

Senior MarComs Officer   FAX: 6334 7919 

Singapore Art Museum   E-mail: Sybil_Chiew@nhb.gov.sg 

 

Koren Kwan    DID:  6332 3217 

Assistant Manager (MarComs)  FAX: 6334 7919 

Singapore Art Museum   Email:  Koren_Kwan@nhb.gov.sg 

 

 

For more information, visit www.singart.com 

 

Monday to Sunday : 10am to 7pm, with extended hours and   

FREE Admission on Friday from 6pm to 9pm 

Singapore Art Museum is located at 71 Bras Basah Road, Singapore 189555 

Fro general enquiries, please contact Front desk at 6332 3222.   

 

 



                                   

Annex A 
 
Biographical information of Chen Cheng Mei 
 
Born 19 July 1927, Singpaore 
 
Art Education 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, 1950 – 1954 
 
Art Associations 
The Chinese Art Society, 1956 – 1995 
Singapore Art Society, 1961 – 1995 
Ten-Men Art Group, 1961 – 1970s 
Southeast Asian Art Society, 1970s – 1992 
Printmaking Society (Singapore), 1988 – 
 
Solo Exhbitions 
MACA (Museo de Arte Contemporanio de Oaxaca), Oaxaca Museum, Mexico, 1980 
Lasting Impressions, Printmaking exhibition, Singapore, 2006 
 
Group Exhibitions 
Ten-Man Art Group Exhibitions, 1961 – 1970s 
Southeast Asian Art Society Exhibitions, 1970s – 1992 
Japan International Artists Society Exhibitinos, 1970s – 1992 
15th International Grand Prix of Contemporary Art, Monta Carlo, Monaca, 1981 
Bundaberg Arts Festival, Australia, 1986 – 1988 
Leandra Lewis Galleries, Scottsdale, Arizona, 1991 
Contemporary Printmaking Exhibitions, Singapore, 1992 - 1998  
Printmaking Society (Singapore) Exhibitions, 1999 – 2003 
Central Academy of Fine Arts Group Exhibition, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2000 



                                   

Annex B 
 

About Singapore Art Museum 
 
Opened in January 1996, the mission of the Singapore Art Museum (SAM) is to preserve and present 

the art histories and contemporary art practices of Singapore and the Southeast Asian region. To 

date, SAM has amassed the world’s largest public collection of modern and contemporary Southeast 

Asian artworks with a growing component in international contemporary art. The museum has 

presented shows covering both local and international art practices, traditional and cutting edge art 

expressions. Through strategic alliances with international arts and cultural institutions, SAM has 

been facilitating visual arts education, exchange, research and development within the region and 

internationally. Through forging collaborative partnerships and staging innovative programmes to 

engage different audiences, SAM aims to contribute to an enlarged role in the regional visual arts 

community and Asian art museology, as well as facilitating developments in art as well as the art 

sector in Singapore. 

 


