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A GIFT OF LIGHT
AND SHADOWS

It is the largest painting of
his career, and Nobel

laureate Gao Xingjian
donated it to the Singapore Art Museum
(SAM) last night.

Day And Night, a 1.9m by 4.7m Chinese
ink on paper work, will go into the
museum’s permanent collection. It is now
on show at the ongoing The Big Picture
Show exhibition.

China-born Gao, 67, now based in Paris,
said yesterday: “I hope that in Asia, artists
and art lovers can see my work often.”

The painting shows a few black figures
on an ethereal, monochrome background
of black, grey and luminous white. It has
not been valued yet.

. Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister for

' Information, Communications and the Arts,
who was guest of honour at the cerem0n¥,

said: “(Night And Day) seems to speak

solitude and companionship, of worldliness

and nothingness, and of the

sub-consciousness of human existence.”
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Nobel
Laureate
Gao Xingjian is
creating art with
a vengeance
after recovering
from a
near-fatal heart
condition. The
Paris-based
writer-painter-
film director,
who is here for
an ink-works
exhibition, tells
ADELINE CHIA
that he is making
up for lost time.
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IN HIS
SOUL

Writer-painter Gao Xingjian
has thrown himself into
his work after recovering
from a serious heart
condition. The peace he
feels now has translated
into softer paintings,
which are on show here

]
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ture Show.

BIG PICTURE: Gao Xingjian has donated his largest painting, Day And Night, to the Singapore Art Museum. It is featured at an ongoing exhibition called The Bi
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OBEL laureate Gao Xingjian has
been working with a vengeance.
the past year. He takes no holi-
days. docs not rest on weskends

and purms the midai

ssiis ol make  tox sime lost in

2002 when e toak two years to recover

ffom a near i Sondiioe whad comeen

is major arteries to harden. It resulted in a

R

he Paris-based wite-pinterlmmak-

. who won the Nobel Prize i eratue n
ingapore until Monday Tor &

okt sehpiui s engagements.
Gao, 67, also graced a ceremony last
night to mark the donation of one of his
paintings 10 the Singapore Art Muscum

(SAM).

This s his fisst trip out of Europe since

he fell il in 2002, He is accompanied by his

yie,Chinese writer X Ling, 4. The coupe
have no childr

n o mterview with Lif
he says he is also

e! on Thursday

pushing himself hard (o
ake up for what he

calls his

in his native land.

sorship and political op-

pression limited his out-

‘l faced a lot
of oppression
in China, but
the only way
to determine
your own
value as an
artist is to
create’

Gao Xinglian

hour is a race against
the He says: “1
spend most of my time creafing works now.
Thave o olidays o fee weckends.”
a little drawn but alert during
e nterview at he Fullerion Hotcl, he re.
counts softly in Mandarin that the last time
he set foof in Singapore was in 1988, when
e mas insited e by the s thestce doy-
en Ku

Bt e widally: 1 fech ke yester-
day.”

His interior universe
OTHER reason for his visit is to open
his solo exhibition at the Preciation gallery
atthe Fulleron,t eatures 2 works e cr-
sted between 2005 snd
ot the monoehrome Chinese nk on
papw T o s o S
tors in Europe and Asia, with five for sale
of the works have abstract land-
scapes represented by washes of black and
grey, and large areas of luminous white.
Gaosays e s clmr and more peacct
now, so these works are in lighter, soffer
and more harmonious shades than his previ
ous ones, which had more contrasting
tones,
With titles such as Interior Universe and
Black Thoughts, they are windows into his

Continued on facing page

ANEW LIFE: Gao pai

ted Heart's Landscape this
year. The 67-year-old says he treasures life after
s liness.

Risen from the shadows ot the past

From previous page

lmhbe(i stldensithdeath s
vived." he od is merciful

Beter heaith m also allowed him to
paint larger work

show at the museuny’s ongoing exhibition
called The Big Picture Show
He donated the painting o thank the

in Asia
ers.a chance to see his work without going

1o Europe.

T paning,which shows oltary and
grouped fig balanced background
o black and randlucent giey - was com-
pleted in 10 days in a flash of inspiration.
Gao, with a wide grin, calls it "a miracle’

Six years of hard labour
THIS new-found serenity seems & long
way from the politcal claustzophobia in
China he endured i his younger days
He was encouraged fo write, paint and
play the vioin by his actress mother and
i father. 4 senior bank officer, A French
nguage and Hteraturestadent n the Bei-
jing nsitute of Foreign Languages,he lat-
er worked 25 a ranslator
He is tight lipped about his personal
Jie, bt heis known to have becn married

twice before. 11 has also been reported

that his first wife denounced him to the au:

thorities during the Cultural Revolution,
He had to burn “kilos and kilos™ of es-

Tn 1981, e was sesiden playwright
B Peopl’s An Thatr. but s i
ical p op (Chezhan)
aaumd I\\m m \ve nckied iy the

iy cemsorship and pol
i opprntian
e in pari, where he publihed a sicady
stream of short stories. novels and plays.

His seminal work, Soul Mountain
(Lingshan). was compléted in 1989, and s
a meandering 81-chapler epic poriraying
an individua's scarch for roots. nner
peace and e Chinese govern
Tent dencunced it as “very, very aver-
age” but it received warm reviews abroad.
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FULL SCHEDULE: Paris-based Nobel laureate Gao Xingiian is in town this weekend for a series of talks and a solo exhibition.

After the suppression of the Tianan.
men Square demonstrations jn June 1989,
he renounced his membership in the Chi
Communist Party. His books were
then banned in China.

HOTO: IFRECIATON
INNER LIFE: Gao painted Black Thoughts
after recovering from a near-fatal iliness.

bt drives his crative
sireagh e s i
Taced Alotof oppression in China, bt the
anly way 1o determine your own valuc as
an arist i 10 create. Not through speech.
ot poltical acion bu 10 ey someting
using art

But he takes pains to distance himselt
from his experiences in Chi

He says: “The past seems so far away. 1
consider myself having three

bal citizen. That ended after winning the
obel Prize. when 1 faced a lot of stress.
and fell sick.
“The third life is now. after I've ris
from the shadow of dcath. That's why 1
irezsur t. Chiaseems ke 3 completely
different realm froy
1 don't tink bout the pas. 1 don't
vk

<. the workaholic has more ur-
s g 0 ik ahout
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Since June, he has been working relent-
Lessly on a book of essays, On Creating,
which tackles the themes of his works and
“the relationship between the intellectual
and society in the 215t century

He figures that “if anyone were (0 do a
summation of my work | might as well do
it mysel”

Otter issues keep i by

He says: we in the 21st century
We are facing new questions and crises,
such as cnvironment issues and global
wwarming. Those old questions of the 20th
century, of revolution and aesthetics, they

‘After the interview, he gamely auto-
graphs a catalogue and poses for pictures
before doing another interview, one of
many dung his pack

He ‘With so much to do, what is
there to r!mml(c: about? People ask why

I don't own memoirs. I never
ol

> chishta@sph.com.sg



