Late 19th or early 20th century
Peranakan bridal garment
made of silk and gold thread.
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Baba stories

DEEPIKA SHETTY.discovers

the personal stories behind
the beautiful artefacts at the
new Peranakan Museum.
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women.

anakans, famed forsarong keba-
yas (embroidered blouse-and-batik en-
Sombles, kuchs (cakes) aa foisty ma-
triarchs (bibiks), began to live a blend
of Malay and Chinése lfestyles pep-
pered with Britsh and Dutgh nfluenc-
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peranakan MUSEU

es. The items on show reflect these in-
fluences and range from intricately
beaded shoes (0 a grand wedding bed.
Also on display is the largest Perana-
Kan beadwork tablecloth, created us-
ing one million

The treasures are often all the
more precious for their “True Blue”
individual histories,

t is something Dr Kenson
Kwok, 58, director of the Asian Civi
sations Museum which is deeloping
and operating the Peranakan Museum
project, can attest t

bout 10 years ago when a visitor
from Penang walked into his office ask-
ing for him, Dr Kwok almost turned
her away.

. She said her mother had al these
things which she wanted to
gwe fo the museum.” he says

He adds with a laugh that he
not cominecd and did ot ke her v
riously at first

shat time, the Asian Civilia-

mall section
nese past,
€ woman was persistent and
urged him 1o fly to Penang to take a
look at some of the work.

3 mission from my boss,
flew down to Penang and the minute 1

or covered contain-
e which the Peranskans used o store
and serve food, water or pick
knew we bad something qmn Fhe

%t was so precious that 1 hand-
carried it back to Singapore. It weighs

more than Skg and I had it on my lap
all through.”

the kamcheng, which
date back ot e Do

These are spread over a
Soor area of 4000 59 m it a
diplay pace of 1,500

i the Food and Forsting
gallery i a set of cight dining

(QT0S: PERANAKAN MUSEUNI
WEDDING GLITTER. Weddh

jewellery such as necklaces (right)
and haipins (above) were
decorated wspicious symbols
such as i Biossome Wi
i

PHOTOS: ASHLEIGH SIM
chairs with English-style carving
‘which would have been done by Chi
nese craftsmen, and which Dr Kwok

prcty good condition.”

Howover, the museum s not just

about viewing displays, bt having
inds-on inyolvement as well.

exhibits include interactive compo-

These include touchable dis-

Pl r ‘at a Peranakan kitchen, wedding

beading actviies and u mlime-

dia activity where children can dre:

up'n Peranakan costume electronica

[The museum wants 10 cngage peo-
ple of all

Says curator Randall Ee, 33: "We
wantpeople to live through those
times.”

wseunn’s galleries range from
one devoted to weddings to others
that cover the process of growing up,
religous beliels, (ood and feasting.
conversations and public

Wil get in msight nto n ra-
ditional Peranakan wedding - an clab

mony, a rite of purification

and jnitiation into adulthood, for ex-
imple,

display featuring a grand wed-

Lhng bed aso has an intercsing story
behind

Continued on facing page

$100,000 ARTEFACT:
The kamcheng (left)

Who the Peranakans are

THE word Peranakan means “local
born” in Malay.

i refers to the Peranakan Chincse
as well as other Peranakan communi-
ties which developed in South-cast
Asia. These include the Chitty Melaka
(Indian), Kristang (Eurasian) and the
Jawi Peranakans.

Peranakan Chinese are de
scendants of Chinese traders who sct-
tled in Malacca and around the coastal
arcas of Java and Sumatra as early as

the 14th century and married local

In the 19th century, the Peranakan
Chinese, drawn by commerce, migral-
ed to the bustling ports of Penang and
Singapore. Theirs was a unique hybrid

culture, which is still an integral part
of Singapore’s heritage.

Peranakan culture is essentially a
blend of Chinese, Malay, Indian and
European influences. Despite sharing
a similar heritage, the cuisines of the
sroups difr sigtly rom egion o re-
5% Pcnﬂng Peranakan oo for exam-
in Thai influences.

i slnwm Poranakan food i
perhap: ciated with dishes
such as ehicken buh keluak or chick-

h black nuts and glutinous rice
dum;vhnp Babas rLfsr m \hc male de-
scendants and the Nyonyas, which is al-
so'spelt as Nonyas, elor 16 the fomale
descendants;

came

om.
Who donated it: Part of

the museum collection.
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(BLACKWOOD
CH.

How old. Late 19th

‘This blackwood
armchair inlaid with

virtuosity. 1f a family
could afford it, chairs
like these were given to

main hall of their

omes.
Who donated it: Part of
the museum collection.
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which were chosen for

‘marital bliss, pmspcmv and ferity.
0 dona

with

ted it: Part of the museum

CATHOLIC ALTAR

How old: Early 20th

century

What it was used for: One
known surviving

altar sideboards of

piece is considered to be
the largest in gilded teak.
The sideboard was
adapted for use as a
domestic altar by a
Peranakan Chinese family
Then they comvertd from
Taoism and an

worship to Catholiiom.

A deities such
as the stellar gods of
happiness, wealth and
longevity (Hock, Lock and

Siew) and auspicious
excatures are juxiaposed

Holy Family.
Who donated it Part of
the museum collection.

STPHOTOS: ASHLEIGH SIM, PHOTOS: PERANAKAN MUSEUM]

tea-sets, beaded shocs and hand-
made apparel and accessories
he museum site itself is

steeped in Peranakan histor
, referring to the fact

but prominent Peranakans playe
a key role in setting up the Tao
Nan School buling, which s what

which nas a deep historical identity
yillappeal {0 ot just Singaporeans
but other visitors; to

> deepikas@sph.com.sg

> The Peranakan Mus:
38 Armernian Sireet, op Er\s next
Saturcay. Opening hour

710 T (Mondays) & 305m %
(uesdays o Suncais). Gal
6332-7591 o v
A

Peranakan fest highlights

THE Peranakan Museum features

1y! Look out for these highlights:

HE PERANAKAN
HERITAGI
What: See the beauty of traditional
Peranakan culture through talks,
fashion shows, cooking demonstra-
tions and a food and craft fair in
the marquee area next to the muse-
um,

When: April 26 and 27
Admission: Fre

FAMILY FUN DAY

What: Story-telling sessions, sing-
along sessions, live dramas and a
Peranakan Prints Workshop by the
Singapore Tyler Print Institute.
When: May 3 & 4

per person, free for
children below six

PERANAKAN FUSION
What: In the final week of the fes-
tivities, find out what you get when
You put a modern twist on Perana-
kan culture, Expect drama, music,
food and fun.
When: May 10 & 11

ission: $2 per person, free for
children below six




