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$45,000 art
prize up for

By ADELINE CHIA
Arts Reporter

ARTISTS, take note: a new
art prize is up for grabs from
next year.

The Asia Pacific Breweries
(APB) Foundation Signature
Art Prize will be given out
once every three years for the
next 15 years.

The foundation, which is
funded by the brewer of Tiger

Beer, is donating $2.25 mil-

lion to the Singapore Art Mu-
seumn (SAM) to fund the prize,
making it the biggest cash do-
nation the museum has re-
ceived from a corporation so
far.

The museum will organise
the competition and exhibit
the winning artworks, which
could be paintings, sculptures
new media or installation piec-
es.
The grand prize of $45,000
will be given to the artist
whose work represents a sig-
nificant development in con-
temporary art.

There will also be three Ju-

grabs next year

ror's Choice Awards worth
$10,000 each, and a $10,000
People’s Choice Award.

tists from these 12 coun-
tries where APB has brewer-
ies can take part: Cambodia,
China, India, Laos, Malaysia,
Mongolia, New Zealand, Pa-
pua New Guinea, Singapore,
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet-
nam.

The artwork must be nomi-
nated by experts in each coun-
try and they will be judged by
an international jury panel to
be convened.

At the cheque-presenta-
tion ceremony at the museum
yesterday, Mr Koh Poh Tiong,
the trustee and chairman of
the foundation’s advisory
committee, said: “I am confi-
dent that the prize will put Sin-
gapore on the regional, if not
global, map for the arts.”

The new APB art prize will
be the biggest art prize in the
region, surpassing the
$20,000 annual UOB Painting
Of The Year competition.

Museum director Kwok Ki-
an Chow said: “This is differ-
ent from just a competition.
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BOOST FOR THE ARTS: A visitor views a painting entitled Day And Night by Nobel Laureate Gao Xingjian at the Singapore Art Museum's new show, The Big Picture.
APB is donating $2.25 million to the museum to fund the new art prize which will be given out once every three years for the next 15 years.

The artworks have to be nomi-
nated by experts, to recognise
rofessionalism and critical
iscourse within contempo-

rar{)art.”
r Lee Boon Yang, Minis-

ter for Information, Communi-
cations and the Arts, said that
he hoped the award would
“stimulate and promote lively
public discussion, and some-
times heated debate, on new

developments in contempo-
rary art in Singapore and inter-
nationally”.

The ceremony coincided
with the opening of a new ex-
hibition at SAM, The Big Pic-

ture Show, which features 26
mural-sized works by Asean
artists.

Sourced from the muse-
um’s permanent collection
and private collections

abroad, the works on show in-
clude Day And Night, a paint-
ing by Nobel Prize Laureate
in Literature Gao Xingjian
which he donated to the muse-
um,



