Detliny \ny
sees his
gowns from

the 1980s in a new light
at the National Museum

ith 1980s-tinged
dramatic ruftles,
va-va-voom silhouettes
and even shoulder pads
ruling the runways
recently, what better
time (0 revisil the work of local designer
Benny Ong from that decade of glorious
excess?
An ongoing exhibition at the National
Museum of Singapore, titled The Prince
f Gowns, features 10 gowns from the
58-year-old designer’s 1988/1989
collection.

“We wanted to use this opportunity to
introduce local visitors to Benny Ong,”
she said. “Although he is very established
overseas, a lot of Singaporeans may not
‘be familiar with his wor

He was one of Singapore’s fashion
pioneers. One of five children bom to a
publishing exccutive and a houscwife, he
attended Anglo-Chinese School and later
London’s prestigious St Martin's School of
Artin 1968.

He launched his own eponymous label
in 1974. Famous clients include the late
Princess Diana and the Queen of Jordan.
Known for classic, glamorous sartorial
crcations, Ong has sold his clothes in
posh department stores like London's
Harrods and New York's Bloomingdale’s.
His clothes have also been featured on the
cover of Vogue.

He has also designed staff uniforms for
corporate clients, including Raffles Hotel.
For the past few years, he has been
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to Singapore to spend more time with his
family.

He is now based in an atelier in
Robertson Quay, where he carries out his
textile design, and plans to hold an
exhibition showcasing the fruits of his
labour at a later date.

He s also in the throes of designing
staff attire for the upcoming St Regis hotel
off Tanglin Road, which is opening in
December.

For local designers like Ashley Isham
and Andrew Gn who have made waves
abroad, he has this advice to offer: “Spend
more time there because you will have
opportunities to work with the best
craftsmen. To aspire to the top, you must
know what the best is.”

He hopes people who come to ook at
the exhibition will be able to understand
his design process. “It's very fun to look at
these dresses now. I have never seen them
presented in this light before.”

PERIODS’

Benny Ong

Chang has attributed classical
European influences to this collection,
including art movements like
Neoclassicism and Romanticism.

It's an interpretation that gels with
Ong's own fashion philosophy: “Fashion
is about the times you are living in. But
it's also about leaming from other
periods.”

He talks to Urban about some of the
exhibited dresses.

Ixinyi@sph.com.sg

The Prince Of Gowns is on at the National
Museum of Singapore’s The Balcony (Level 2)
tillJan 1, 2008, 10am to prn daily.
Admission i fice.
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Retro Perspective

“Gathers and drapes are very common
elements from the 1980s period, as are
accessorising elements like the rosettes
used here. | liked the use of embroidery
and other embellishments as detais.
Garments are very simple these days.
To enhance the look you only need
something like a low-slung belt.”

“) used a black lining for this sunflower-yellow dress
to tone it down and add a touch of subtlety. When
you move, the dress will become a flurry of
movement.”

“I used an empire line for this
black-and-white evening dress, which
has a fleur-de-lis pattern. It has a very
dominant look, with vestiges of the
broad shoulders that were popular
during the 1980s softened and
deconstructed.”



